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Curriculum/Course Description  
 

Beginning Band:  Students with no previous instrumental experience should be placed in this ensemble.  In 

this class, we will introduce and develop music literacy.  This is the process of both reading and 

writing music notation.  After the introductory weeks, we will explore and select instruments to play 

for the remainder of the year.  Students are required to perform in one concert per semester (two 

concerts per year.)   

 

Interm ediate Band:  This ensemble is designed for students who have experience and are developing 

proficiency required for the top ensemble.  Daily practicing will be important to build tone quality 

and reading skills in order to receive invitation to the Advanced Band.  Students who are still 

ñbeginnersò but have had experience playing an instrument should be placed in this ensemble.  

Placement in the intermediate group is subject to screening by the director.  Students are required to 

perform at least one concert per semester (two concerts per year) plus additional performances that 

may occur in conjunction with the Advanced Band. 

 

Advanced Band:  This group is made up of the top musicians in the program.  Routine practicing is 

important.  These musicians show dedication to the art of music and self-discipline in the classroom.  

Private lessons are highly recommended.  This ensemble plays more difficult music than the other 

two bands.   

 

Participation in the following is required: 

 

 Open House (August) 

 Pep Rally (September) 

 District Middle School Band MPA (Music Performance Assessment ï March)  

 Two end-of-semester concerts (one per semester) 

 Choice Open House (ñPep Bandò performance in January) 

 ñAll Artsò Performance (May) 

 

Students are also highly encouraged to take part in the following: 

 

 All State Auditions (September) 

 Auditions for All -County Band (auditions in October; rehearsals and concert in December)  

 School Talent Show (sign-up in October; show in December) 

 ñAfternoon of the Artsò (November and April) 

 District ñSolo and Ensembleò MPA (February) 

 

Steel Drums:  Those students who are interested in learning to play steel drums are welcome to try out for 

this select group.  This fun ensemble is supplemental to Band and therefore students must also be a 

member of one of the bands.  There are a limited number of positions because of the amount of steel 

drums we own.  Placement in this group depends on a short audition and/or interview with the 

director.  We will perform in several exciting venues to promote and publicize the Cypress Lake 

Middle School Band Program.  Because of the publicity involved with this group, mature behavior is 

expected.  Practice time will be available in the mornings with one required rehearsal per week.  

Remember: Only members of the Steel Drum Ensemble are allowed in the Steel Drum room.   
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Responsibility/Expectations  

 

Grading  
 

 Students will typically earn from 2 to 3 grades each week.  Because this is a performance based class, 

playing assessments will carry the most weight.  On occasion there will be a written theory assessment (to 

test knowledge of key signatures, time signatures etc.) that takes the place of a playing exam.  Effort, 

practice logs, and attendance will also count towards final grades.  Because the weekly schedule is not 

always consistent, it will not be possible to earn 3 grades every week.  Therefore the percentage of final 

grades is an approximation. 

 

 

Component Weight 
Approx. % of 

Final Grade 
Playing/Theory  assessment 3 60% 

Effort 1 20% 

Practice Logs 1 20% 

Attendance See Attendance Policy 

 

Attendance Policy  (rehearsals and concerts)  
 

 Attendance is extremely important at rehearsals and performances, simply because without 

musicians, there is no music.  It is the duty of the parent and the student to make arrangements to attend 

events.  Absences are either excused or unexcused.  Students must notify the band director at least two 

weeks prior to an event if that student knows he or she cannot be there.  Only valid excuses will be approved.  

Please use the ñEvent Excuse Formò found in Appendix D.  This is the only way the band director can keep 

track of who is able to attend each event.  Valid excuses include: 

 Family Obligations 

 Conflict with CLMS event (excuse form turned in 2 weeks prior to event ï see table below) 

In the event of emergency situations, the parent must call the band office at (239) 481-3932 as soon as 

possible.   

These situations include: 

 Family emergency 

 Illness 

 

 Unexcused absences will severely affect your final grade.  The penalty for an unexcused rehearsal 

will depend on the size and importance of the rehearsal.  The highest final grade you can earn with an 

unexcused performance is a C.  The following are just some examples of inexcusable absences from any band 

event: 

 ñI couldnôt get a rideò 

 ñIôm groundedò 

 ñI didnôt know about itò 

  ñI have too much homeworkò 

 ñI have a doctorôs appointmentò (unless it is unreasonable to reschedule) 
This is your band, and absences hold back the entire group.  There is no penalty for excused absences once your 

excuse form is approved.  Therefore, band members can avoid all unexcused absences.  Keep in mind that attending 

events is a symbol of pride, high work ethic, and respect for your fellow band members.    


