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Curriculum/Course Description

Beginning Band Students with no previous instrumental experience should be placed in this ensemble. Ir
this classwe will introduce and develop musiteracy. This is the process of both reading and
writing music notation. After the introductory weeks, we will explore and select instruments to play
for the remainder of the year. Students are required to perform in one concert per femmester
concets per yeaj

Interm ediate Band This ensemble is designed for students who have experience and are developing
proficiency required for the top ensemble. Daily practicing will be important to build tone quality
and reading skills in order to receivevitation to the Advanced Band. Students who are still
Abeginnerso but have had experience playing
Placement in the intermediate group is subject to screening by the difgtidents are required to
perform at least one concert per semester (two concerts per year) plus additional performances thalt
may occur in conjunction with the Advanced Band.

Advanced Band This group is made up of the top musicians in the program. Routine practicing is
important. These musicians show dedication to the art of music andiselpline in the classroom.

Private lessons are highly recommended. This ensemble plays more difficult music than the other
two bands.

Participation irthe following is required:

e Open Hose (August)

¢ Pep Rally (September)

e District Middle School Ban®1PA (Music Perfomance AssessmentViarch)

e Two endof-semester concerts (one per semester)

e Choice Open House (APep Bando performance
e "NAlIl Artso Performance ( May)

Students are algughly encouraged to take part in the following

All State Auditions (September)

Auditions forAll -CountyBand @uditions inOctober rehearsaland concerin December)
School Talent Show (sigapin October;show in December)

AAfternoon avémbérbned ApAly t s o ( N

District fASol o (RebrdaryEnsembl ed MPA

Steel Drums Those students who are interested in learning to play steel drums are welcome to try out for
this select group. This fun ensemble is sappntal to Bndand thereforstudentsnust also be a
member of one of the band3herearea limited number of positions because of the amount of steel
drums we own. Placement in this group dependsshort audition and/or interview with the
director. We will perform in several excitingnues to promote and publicize the Cypress Lake
Middle School Band Program. Because of the publicity involved with this groature behavior is
expected. Practice time will be available in the mornings with one required rehearsal per week.
Remember: Only members of the Steel Dum Ensemble are allowed in the Steel idm room.



Responsibility/Expectations

Grading

Students will typically earn from 8o 3 grades each week. Because this is a performance based class
playingassessmentsill carry themost weight.On occasion there will be a written the@ssessmerfto
test knowledge of key signatures, time signatures etc.) that takes the place of a playingféoam.
practice logs, and attendance will also count towards final gradsause tb weekly schedule is not
always consistent, it will not be possible to earn 3 grades every week. Therefore the percentage of final
grades is an approximation.

. Approx. % of
Component Weight Einal Grade
PlayingTheory assessment 3 60%
Effort 1 20%
Practice Logs 1 20%
Attendance See Attendance Policy

Attendance Policy (rehearsals and concerts)

Attendance is extremely important at rehearsals and performances, simply because without
musicians, there is no musitt.is the duty of the parent andetstudent to make arrangements to attend
events. Absences are either excused or unexcused. Students must notify the band directdwat least
weeksprior toanevent if that student knows he or she cannot be.tl@ndy valid excuses will be approved.
Pl ease use t he foubdieAppendsoD cThississthe Briyiwaydhe band director can keep
track of who is able to attend each evevialid excuses include:

e Family Obligations

e Conflict with CLMS event(excuse form turned in 2 weeks prioretieenti see table below)
In the event of emergency situations, the parent must call the band office at (239)3284s soon as
possible.
These situations include:

e Family emergency

e lliness

Unexcused absences will severely affect your final grddhe. penalty for an unexcused rehearsal
will depend on the size and importance of the rehealda. highesfinal grade you can earn witm
unexcusegberformanceis aC. The following are just some examples of inexcusable absences from any band
event:

toul dndét get a rideo
l 6m gr
I d

undedo F;:?%
i dnot know about i

I have t owormuwch home

. Il have agp pdad cn(uoessitds onreasonable to reschedule)
This is your band, and abs&schold back the entire grouphdre is no penalty for excusadsence once your
excuse form is approved herefore, band members can avoid all unexcused abséfeeg in mind thattéeending
events is a symbol of pride, high work ethic, and respegioiar fellow band members.
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